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ÅWork to improve the future for the chimpanzees and their habitat,

ÅSupport the local authorityôs goal of increasing protected areas,

ÅSupport and empower the local communities to develop climate-
intelligent activities.

Philosophy of the Wild Chimpanzee Foundation



Å2018: Creation of Grebo Krahn National Park, Liberia

Å2021: Creation of Moyen-Bafing National Park, Guinea

Å2023: Creation of Cavally Nature Reserve, C¹te dôIvoire

Å2025: Planned creation of Kwa National Park, Liberia

Å2025: Planned creation of Penselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National 
Park, Guinea

Achievements of the Wild Chimpanzee Foundation
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WCF Guinea

WCF-Guinea team at the team building workshop in November 2024
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Wildlife monitoring

Distance Sampling:

- two phases of biomonitoring with 

camera traps, conducted between 

2019 and 2021 (phase 1), and 

2022 and 2023 (phase 2);

- 43 different large mammal species 

were captured with the camera 

traps;

- data analysis was finished in 2024.

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park

The density of the 

critically endangered 

western chimpanzee was 

estimated between 0.46 

to 1.12 individuals/km2 for 

phase 1 and between 0.2 

and 0.61 individuals/km2

for phase 2.



Relative abundance indices of chimpanzees by cameras in phase 1 and phase 2, 
with the tree cover loss of the three previous years from the start of the survey. 

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park

Relative 

abundance index 

(RAI) for western 

chimpanzees

Phase 1 = 3.739

Phase 2 = 2.358



Wildlife monitoring

Å a survey with line transects and 

camera traps has been conducted 

between May 2023 and July 2024, with 

the aim of restoring the corridor 

between Moyen-Bafing National Park 

and proposed Badiar National Park;

Å estimated chimpanzee population is 

673 [370-1,935] with a density of 0.140 

[0.074-0.423] ind./km² and a coefficient 

of variation of 46%;

Å chimpanzee abundances and densities 

are of the same order of magnitude, 

and the estimates fall within the 

confidence intervals of both methods 

(line transects and camera traps);

Å cameras captured footages of patas

monkeys, leopards, a hyena, a roan 

antelope among other species.

WCF Guinea - corridor between Moyen-Bafing National Park 

and proposed Badiar National Park

Camera locations with detections of western

chimpanzees (yellow circle), patas monkeys

(purple), leopard (blue), hyena (yellow star),

and roan antelope (grey).



Camera trap biomonitoring

Å as part of the EU-funded 

NaturaGuinée project, the boundaries 

of the proposed Badiar National Park 

will be redefined; 

Å in May 2024, 150 camera traps were 

placed in an opportunistic way to have 

a better idea on which species are 

present;

Å data analyses is underway, with 4,645 

videos currently being processed for 

species identification;

Å presence confirmed: African golden cat 

(Profelis aurata) and West African 

chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes verus). 

Å this preliminary study will allow us to 

elaborate a more complete 

biomonitoring design for Badiar.

WCF Guinea ïproposed Badiar National Park



Surveillance patrols and law enforcement

Å 40 OGPNRF agents assigned to proposed 
Badiar National Park conducted 29 

surveillance patrols in 2024, covering a 

total distance of 6,289.20 km, 

corresponding to a surface area of 69% 

of the reserve;

Å teams observed 3,137 signs of 33 

mammal species, from which 212 were 

direct observations, including common 

warthog, western chimpanzee, red-

flanked duiker Guinea baboon, patas

monkey and side-striped jackal;

Å 1,744 signs of illegal human activities 

recorded, corresponding to an encounter 

rate of 0.28 signs/km;

Å agriculture was the main threat, followed 

by traditional livestock farming, logging 

and non-timber forest product harvest.

WCF Guinea ïproposed Badiar National Park

Coverage and intensity of patrols conducted in 

Badiar 2024, with darker red color representing grid 

cells with higher patrol efforts.



Community consultations 

Å in May 2024 a workshop was organized for 99 participants to present the planned 

project activities in Badiar to local elected officials and communities of the Koundara

prefecture;

Å from May to June, a community consultation was held in five rural communes, 

bringing together 23 district presidents, 74 sector chiefs, 59 women's 

representatives, and 64 youth representatives to present project activities; collect 

data on the communities' socioeconomic and environmental challenges, and obtain 

communities' agreement to deploy teams in villages.

WCF Guinea ïproposed Badiar National Park



Socioeconomic development of communities

Å 21 village associations for conservation and 

development in 10 communities established 

to provide support in agriculture, apiculture, 

and shea butter production;

Å 163 female shea butter producers from 16 

villages were supported;

Å they transformed their shea kernels into 1,700 

kg of shea butter that will be sold.

WCF Guinea ïproposed Badiar National Park



Identification of potential 

chimpanzee offset sites in Guinea

Å the impact of the Simandou project 

could reach over 2ô000 chimpanzees;

Å several offset sites with healthy 

chimpanzee populations are 

necessary;

Å funded by Rio Tinto and Winning 

Consortium Simandou (790,682.-

USD)

Å video processing for three sites is 

completed: Beauvois: 6,587 videos, 

including 37 of chimpanzees; Fello

Sounga: 8,823 videos, including 101 

of chimpanzees; and Sincery: 11,509 

videos, including 52 of chimpanzees.

Å evaluation of the best potential offset 

sites will be conducted and include 

chimpanzee abundance and density, 

as well as other factors such as 

human threats and climate change 

among others.

WCF Guinea ïnew chimpanzee offset project

Location of the eight potential chimpanzee offset 

sites where biomonitoring data collection with camera 

traps and line transects were completed in 2024.



Identification of potential chimpanzee offset sites in Guinea

WCF Guinea ïnew chimpanzee offset project

Site
Survey 

area

# planned 

transects

# realized 

transects

Total 

effort ï

real (km)

# planned 

camera 

traps

# 

deployed 

camera 

traps

# 

observed 

chimp 

nests

Nest 

encounter 

rate 

(nest/km)

Beauvois 1,077.9 36 36 69.68 93 75 169 2.43

Mafou 1,054.2 113 108 104.38 143 100 143 1.37

Sincery 2,034.1 65 62 60.99 107 90 346 5.67

Koumbia 816.5 65 65 64.08 93 78 58 0.91

Kora 1,753.0 67 64 59.99 87 66 42 0.70

Fello-Sounga 2,806.0 46 46 90.22 80 72 257 2.85

Kounounkan 594.0 92 81 70.09 165 89 31 0.44

Lébékéré 5,059.5 231 216 207.06 253 219 272 1.31

Table: Survey summary for the eight potential chimpanzee offset sites completed, with calculated 

chimpanzee nest encounter rate from line transects.



Line transect and camera trap distance 

sampling

Åwas launched in 2022; 

Å third phase began in February 2024 and is 

ongoing;

Å 159 out of 185 transects have been 

completed and camera traps have been 

deployed at 204 out of 284 points;

Å video processing is ongoing with species 

identification completed for 27,127 videos 

from 76 camera trap locations;

Å chimpanzee density has been estimated 

from camera trap distance sampling as 0.53 

[0.341-0.812] ind./km² in phase 1 and 0.47 

[0.219-0.912] ind./km² in phase 2, with the 

estimates falling in the confidence intervals 

of both phases.

WCF Guinea - proposed Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park

Number of chimpanzee radial distances per camera trap in phases 1 (top) 

& 2 (below) in proposed Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park.



Elephant capture-recapture design

Å since 2023, a survey focused on forest 

elephants using the spatial-explicit capture 

recapture method with camera traps; 

Å 2024: in addition to maintain the 62 camera 

traps which were set up in 2023 in Sabouyah

forest in Guinea, WCF deployed 72 camera 

traps in the Kuru Hills-Outamba landscape in 

Sierra Leone;

Å 663 elephant videos analyzed to date;

Å 78 individual elephants have been identified in 

Sabouyah forest;

Å on top of 11 social matriarch groups 

constituted of 18 adult females, 21 subadults, 

16 juveniles and five infants, 18 adult males 

are identified as solitary or in bachelor groups.

Number of elephant events captured per location

from February 2023 to July 2024 in Sabouyah forest.

The size of the blue circle represents the number of

forest elephant videos recorded at that location.

WCF Guinea - proposed Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park



Gazettement process
Å late last year, and following the third consultation 

meetings in the communes of the proposed park, the 

parks boundary was revised in line with community 

requests;

Å on January 17, 2024, Minist¯re de lôEnvironnement et 

du Développement Durable, Office Guinéen des Parcs 

Nationaux et Réserves de Faune and WCF organized a 

workshop in Conakry to validate the parkôs boundary 

with local communities through the signature of 

agreements;

Å 70 participants, including the prefects of Kindia, Mamou, 

and Faranah, mayors, vice-mayors, sub-prefects of the 

six communes of the park, local, regional, and national 

authorities from Minist¯re de lôEnvironnement et du 

Développement Durable;

Å the ministerial decree establishing the gazettement 

process of Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park and 

the minutes of the validation of the park's boundary in 

the six communes were presented;

Å the park includes six communes: Madina Oula, Soyah, 

Ouré Kaba, Maréla, Linsan, and Konkouré, and a total 

provisional size of 3,156 km2 (compared to 3,029 km2 

previously).

WCF Guinea - proposed Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park

Old (dotted) and updated

(continuous) limits of Pinselli-

Soyah-Sabouyah National Parkôs

boundary (right).



Å 98.22 km of fire belts were 

established around high conservation 

value forests (+36% compared to last 

fire season) with the involvement of 

840 community members (+28%), 

including 156 women;

Å resulting in the protection of 92% of 

gallery and open forests;

Å awareness-raising sessions on 

wildfire management were conducted 

in 89 villages with 1,034 participants, 

including 295 women.

WCF Guinea ïproposed Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park

Location 98 km of fire belts (in red) to protect 

high conservation value forests (in green).

Wildfire management



WCF Guinea ïproposed Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park

Natural Ecological Regeneration (NER)

Å in January, capacity-building of 60 community 

members was organized;

Å 609.90 ha of land have been identified for 

restoration across 11 NER sites, with 78 ha 

already benefiting from NER efforts in 2024;

Å 422 community members, including 84 

women, participated in the establishment of 18 

growth-monitoring plots, which resulted in the 

inventory of 1,144 plants from 48 species.


