
www.wildchimps.org

Annual Report 2023

© Moyen-BafingChimpanzeeProject



Where we work and distribution of chimpanzees in West Africa
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ÅWork to improve the future for the chimpanzees and their habitat,

ÅSupport the local authorityôs goal of increasing protected areas,

ÅSupport and empower the local communities to develop climate-
intelligent activities.

Philosophy of the Wild Chimpanzee Foundation



Å2018: Creation of the Grebo Krahn National Park, Liberia

Å2021: Creation of the Moyen-Bafing National Park, Guinea

Å2023: Creation of the Cavally Nature Reserve, C¹te dôIvoire

Å2024: Planned creation of the Kwa National Park, Liberia

Å2024: Planned creation of the Penselli-Soyah-Sabouyah
National Park, Guinea

Achievements of the Wild Chimpanzee Foundation



WCF budget development
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Environmental activities

Biomonitoring + + + + + + +

Ecogard program + + + + + + + +

Forest regeneration + + + +

Water source + + +

Wildfire control + + +

Law enforcement + + + + +

Mitigation hierarchy + +

Socio-economic activities

Community 

empowerment

+ + +

NTFP support (honey, 

shea nuté)

+ + + + + + +

Ecotourism + +

Climate-smart

agriculture

+ + + +

Research + + +

WCFôs main conservation activities



WCF Guinea

WCF Conakry team

WCF Conakry and Mamou team



WCF Guinea ïProject locations



Monthly surveillance patrols

Å106 patrols conducted corresponding 

to 20,702 km;

Å85% of the park covered by patrols;

Å67,267  observations of wild animals;

Å1,855 signs of illegal human activities.

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park



Å 639 km of firebreaks opened with the involvement of 4,131 community members, 1,214 prescribed fires 

conducted; 

ü 21.9% of the Moyen Bafing National Park burned in 2022-2023 (compared to 31.2% last year);

ü 92% of gallery and open forests protected from wildfire in 27 High Conservation Value areas and within the 

entire Moyen Bafing National Park. 

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park - Fire management



Wildlife monitoring

Å Distance Sampling (215 camera-traps):

Å 83,834 videos recorded from 46 animal 

species (since 2018);

Å 3,246 chimpanzees in the Moyen

Bafing National Park (range = 2,186 to 

4,854) with an estimated density of 0.74 

ind./km2 (range = 0.50 ï1.11 ind./km2).

Å Capture and Recapture (106 camera-traps):

Å 6 chimpanzee groups (with all group 

members identified) identified;

Å another 5 chimpanzee groups detected, 

but additional data needed.

Å first publication: Debetencourt et al. 2023. 

Camera traps unveil demography, social 

structure and home range of six 

unhabituated West African chimpanzee 

groups in the Moyen Bafing National 

Park, Guinea. International Journal of 

Primatology.

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park



Community-based management

Å 4,981 community members in village 

committees;

Å 13 Village Land Management Plans 

(VLMP) finalized;

Å 2,163 people organized into 72 

cooperatives for vegetable gardening, 

agriculture, apiculture, and shea butter 

production;

Market 

gardening

Productivity (ton/ha)

2020 2021 2022 2023

Onion 8.78 0.58 2.99 3.71 (58t)

Eggplant 2.37 1.57 1.60 0.22 (533kg)

Okra 2.35 0.85 7.44 11.41 (2.51t)

Chili pepper 2.38 1.60 0.64 0.90  (4.7t)

Tomato 1.60 1.00 2.62 3.25 (256kg)

Vegetable gardening (337 fields in 26 villages)

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park



Farmer-managed

natural

regeneration

Productivity (ton/ha)

2020 2021 2022 2023

Rice 1.38 0.73 0.68 (1.2t)

Maize 0.59 0.14 1.08 (4.9t)

Fonio 1.01 0.94 0.74 (14.3t)

Peanut 1.05 1.08 0.95 (20.2t)

Sorghum 0.49 1.38 1.27 (2.6t)

Farmer-managed natural regeneration

Å 67 FMNR fields in 26 villages totaling 

37.16 hectares and managed by 237 

farmers.

Apiculture

Å 255 Kenyan beehives provided to 

ñGroupement dôInt®r°tÉconomiqueò 

members;

Å 188/255 Kenyan beehives inhabited 

so far (74%);

Å 1,179 liters of honey produced from 

120 eco-responsible Kenyan beehives 

(compared to only 30 Kenyan 

beehives last year). 

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park



Awareness raising and environmental 

education

Å Cercles dô®coute: 1,794 people;

ÅClub PAN: 900 children in 10 schools;

Å 492 radio programs;

Å 21 articles published online.

WCF Guinea - Moyen Bafing National Park



Surveillance patrols and law 

enforcement

ÅGuinea: 39 patrols conducted by WCF 

ecoguards + Office Guinéen des Parcs 

Nationaux et Réserves de 

Faune(OGPNRF) agents, on 4,297 km.

Å To enhance the surveillance and law 

enforcement, 17 OGPNRF were 

assigned to the future Pinselli-Soyah-

Sabouyah National Park on the 1st of 

June 2023 by Ministère de 

l'Environnement et du Développement 

Durable (MEDD);

Å Sierra Leone: 60 patrols conducted by 

Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary 

ecoguards + National Protected Area 

Authority rangers, corresponding to 

1,108 km.

WCF Guinea - OKKPSS Landscape

Outamba-Kilimi-Kuru Hills-Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah

Guinea

Sierra Leone



Wildlife monitoring

Distance Sampling

Guinea: 1,945 chimpanzees in the future 

Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park in 

2022 (range = 1,233 to 3,095) with an 

estimated density of 0.69 ind./km2 (range: 

0.44 ï1.09). Follow-up survey ongoing.

WCF Guinea ïfuture Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park



Elephant monitoring

62 camera-traps:

Á Preliminary identification of 123 forest 

elephants from 18 groups in the 

Sabouyah forest;

Á Population previously unknown in 

Guinea, representing the only population 

of this species with a real chance of 

survival. 

WCF Guinea ïfuture Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National Park



Wildfire management

Å 72 km of firebreaks created in Guinea 

and 155 km in Sierra Leone;

Å 12.21% of the OKKPS landscape 

burned during the 2022-2023 fire 

season (11.34% of the proposed 

Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah National 

Park);

Å 94.8 ï95.8 % of gallery and open 

forests protected from wildfires.

WCF Guinea - OKKPSS Landscape

Outamba-Kilimi-Kuru Hills-Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah



Law enforcement capacity building

Å 1 training on biomonitoring techniques in January 

2023;

Å 1 training on patrolling techniques in March 2023:

Å 2 workshops on law enforcement in January and 

June 2023.

Å A MOU was signed in May 2023 between Office 

Guinéen des Parcs Nationaux et Réserves de 

Faune and National Protected Area Authority 

(Sierra Leone), to enhance a transboundary 

cooperation in the protection and management of 

the OKKPSS landscape.

WCF Guinea - OKKPSS Landscape

Outamba-Kilimi-Kuru Hills-Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah



Community-based management of the 

OKKPS landscape

ÅGuinea: 670 community members 

organized into 20 cooperatives;

Å As part of the development of land use 

plans, 19 participatory maps were created;

Å 4 community consultations to prepare 

municipality councils for the revision of 

local development plans.

Å Sierra Leone: 499 community 

members organized in 10 

community-based organizations;

Å 1 participatory map created.

WCF Guinea: OKKPSS landscapeWCF Guinea - OKKPSS Landscape

Outamba-Kilimi-Kuru Hills-Pinselli-Soyah-Sabouyah


